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This Diſcourſe Publiſhed at his LoxDsn1e's Requeſt, is 
with all poſſible Duty and Reſpect Dedicated, by 


His LoRDsnie's 
Moſt Obedient 


Humble Servant 
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EPEHEs. II, 12. 

That at that Time ye were without Chriſt, being Aliens from 
the Common-Wealth of Iſrael, and Strangers from the 
Covenants of Promiſe, having no Hope, and without 


God in the world. 


S the Church, to which this Epiſtle was ſent, conſiſted chiefly | 
of Perſons, who had been before their Converſion Gentiles, 
the Apoſtle in the very Entrance of it, acquaints them with 
the great Myſtery, which had been concealed from Ages, and 
was in an eſpecial manner revealed to him as the Apoſtle of the Gentiles; 
dig. that God, according to the good Pleaſure of his Will had purpoſed 
before the Foundation of the World, in due Time to call them unto the C. 1. v. 4. 5. 
Adoption of Children by Jeſus Chriſt ; and obſerves farther, that God had | 
now made known this his eternal Purpoſe by the Preaching of the Goſ- 
pel: That accordingly many of them, they in particular, had actually 
obtained this Inheritance, and were ſealed with that Holy Spirit of Pro- . 9. and 11. 
miſe as an Earneſt thereof. This was ſo great a Bleſſing, that the good v. 13, 14. 
Apoſtle, in a ſort of holy Rapture, ceaſes not to give Thanks for it, 
from the Time that he heard of it; and continues his Prayers for them, 
that God would give unto them the Spirit of Wiſdom and Revelation . 15, 106. 
towards the farther Acknowledgement of his Son; that the Eyes of their 
Underſtanding being — they might fully know what the Hope 
was to which he had called them, and what the Riches of the Glory of v. 17, 18. 
that Inheritance, which he had given them among the Saints. And to 
make them {till more ſenſible how good and gracious God had been to 
them, in hl eſing them with all theſe Spiritual Bleſſings in Chriſt, he ſets 
before them, as it were in one view, their paſt and preſent Condition ; 
convincing them how happy they are fince their Converſion, by re- 
minding them how wretched they were before: That they were dead 
in Treſpaſſes and Sins; that they had their Converſation in Times paſt in 
the Luſts of the Fleſh, — and were by Nature the Children of Wrath even c 2. v. 1, z. 
as others : That from this ſad ſtate God was pleaſed (ſuch was his Love 
towards them) of his mere Favour to exalt them to theſe Heavenly Places v. 6. 
wherein he had ſeated them fogether in Chrift Feſus. In what lofty 
Terms does he deſcribe to Them their Chriſtian State! He ſpeaks all 
along as if they were already in full Poſſeſſion of this Heavenly Inhe- 
ritance: But leaſt they ſhould be tempted to think, that they had on this 
| A Account 


S Fd men 4 
© Wi. Fs — — 5 — Sm 


rr 
2 5 


v. 8, 9. 


2 The Inſufficiency of REASON 


Account «whereof they might glory, he reminds them farther that this 
high Priviledge was not of themſelves, not of Works, or of their own at- 
taining, leaſt any Man fſrould boaſt; but ſolely and purely the Gift of God: 
That they were bis Workmanſhip, created in Chriſt Jeſus unto good Works, 


. Which God had before ordained, that they ſhould walk in them. And hav- 


ing ſhewn in very high, though general Terms, the Advantages of their 
embracing the Goſpel; to heighten and ſer them off ſtill the more, he 
again calls upon them to remember, that they were in time paſt Gen- 
rites in the Fleſh; and proceeds in my Text more minutely and particu- 
larly to deſcribe to them how every way wretched and wicked they then 
were; that being aliens from tbe Common-Wealth of Iſrael, who were a- 
lone the People of God, they were of courſe ignorant of the Promiſes 
to, and Covenants made with, that Nation; and ſo, void of all Know- 
ledge of Chriſt, or of any Expectation of Deliverance and Salvation by 


him: Having no ſure Hope of any Life after this: So ſunk in Ignorance 


and Vice, that they were without even the Knowledge of the true God, 
or that any Duty was owing to Him: They lived without God in the 
World, they neither knew Him, nor honoured Him as they ought; bur 
lived in and according to the Courſe of this World, a ſort of worldly or 


carnal Life, without ſo much as ever thinking or troubling themſelves 
about another. | 


Tn us much may ſuffice to ſet forth the Apoſtle's deſign in theſe 
Words, as far as is neceſſary to my preſent Purpoſe ; vig. to ſhew the 
com fortleſs Condition the Heathen World was ſunk into before the 
coming of Chriſt, when Men were left to the Guidance of their Reaſon 
alone. | 


AND if with this Picture of Heatheniſm, or of the State of Man with- 
out any Covenant of Promiſe, we compare that Account which has been 
lately given of it by a Celebrated Writer, who has ſpared no Art or Pains 
to perſuade us, that Reaſon, during that State was, and of it ſelf yet is, 
ſo ſufficient to all the Concerns of this Life, and that which is to come, 
that there is no need of Revelation; and that therefore whatever has crept 
in under that Name, could nor, as being uſeleſs, come from God, but 
has been the Invention of crafty and deſigning Men to enſlave their Fel- 
low-Creatures, and thereby the more effectually to ſerve their own mer- 
cenary and ambitious Purpoſes ; if, I ſay, we compare this latter Account 
of it with the former, we can no longer be at a Loſs what Judgement to 
form of all ſuch idle Pretences : We mult at firſt fight perceive that all 
ſuch Reaſonings are vain, direct Contradictions to Hiſtory and plain 
Matter of Fact. For were Reaſon ſo abſolutely perfect a Rule, Natural 
Religion ſo plain and eaſy a Thing, as this Writer repreſents it, how 

; | | came 
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came theſe Heathens to fail in the very firſt Article of it? How came they 

to be ignorant of the Being of the true God; the natural Knowledge of 

whom, according to him, not only is the Foundation of all Religion, but of Chiilianity as 
whoſe Exiſtence we mult be as certain as of our own. Whoever peruſes this 2 760 
Epiſtle, and the Book before hinted at, muſt plainly perceive the Authors Chrig, Se 
of them not only to have entertained very different Opinions, but to have P. “. 

had quite oppoſite Views: One, by convincing Men of the Advantage 

and Excellency of Chriſtianity, to perſuade them to the Belief and Pra- 

ctiſe of it; the other, by repreſenting it as contradictory to Reaſon, and 


an Enemy to Happineſs, to bring it into Diſcredit, and baniſh it from 
among Men, | 


Bur not to ſpend the Time in ſuch Reflections as theſe; I ſhall en- 
deavour to ſhew (it being very agreeable to the Apoſtle's Deſign in my 
Text, and, I hope, not unſeaſonable to theſe unhappy Days, in which Men 
ſeem intent on nothing ſo much as reaſoning themſelves out of their Re- 
ligion) that Mankind, in the Free-Thinkers beloved State of Nature, 
that is, without any Revelation from God, muſt have lived and died 
without any Certainty of the Forgiveneſs of Sin, or of their being in a 
State of Favour and Acceptance with God; in the Condition of thoſe 
in my Text, having no well-grounded Hope of theſe Things; almoſt 
in as comfortleſs a Condition as if there were no God ; and in theſe Cir- 


cumſtances muſt have been almoſt neceſſarily born down by the Stream 
of an evil and corrupt World. 


Ir we can make good this Point, it may recommend to us thoſe 
Scriptures, and that Saviour, which have brought to hight Forgiveneſs 
of Sins here, and Life and Immortality hereafter. I think there is no 
other, at leait no better, way to convince Men of the Neceflity and Ad- 
vantage of Revelation, than by ſhewing them the Weakneſs and Inſuf- 
ficiency of their boaſted Reaſon; that when they ſee how little, how 
very little, even in matters of the laſt Conſequence, this darling Perfe- 


Etion can do, or diſcover for them, they may be. more inclined, at leaſt 
to give Revelation a fair Hearing. 


To examine then what Reaſon can diſcover to Men in this State, 


with Regard to the Pardon of their Sins, and the Favour of God, ſhall 
be the Subject of the preſent Enquiry. 


AND though it be not an eaſy matter, exactly to determine what . 
mere Reaſon can, and what it cannot, diſcover ſince that Flood of Light, 
which has been let in upon the Mind of Man by Revelation; yet I think 
it will ſcarce be denied me, that to Man, ſuppoſed in this State, the _— 
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and Perfections of God are very legible in the works of the Creation; 
or that Man has a Natural light placed within him, which if duly at- 
tended to, will bring him to the Knowledge of a Being every way per- 
fect; a Being who is his Creator, Preſerver, and Benefactor; to whom 
he ſtands indebted not only for all the Bleſſings of Life, but even for Life 
it ſelf. Nay farther, it will inform him that this Almighty and All-good 
Being, from all Ecernity infinitely happy in Himſelf, made him with a 
Deſign to make him happy; and will not fail, provided he takes care 
not to forfeit his Favour, finally to make him ſo: And that therefore he, 
in Return for ſo much Kindneſs, is under the ſtrongeſt Ties of Gratitude 
and Duty to love, honour, and obey a Being thus great and good, and 
to whom he in particular owes his All: To thank and praiſe him for 
theſe many and great Bleſſings, which He has been pleaſed already to 
confer upon him; humbly to entreat his Aid and Protection, and the Con- 
tinuance of his Favour for the Time to come; and by all proper Acts of 
Reverence and Worſhip to acknowledge his Maker's Greatneſs and Good- 
neſs, and his own Obligations and Dependance. 


Tuuvs much is granted by thoſe I am at preſent concerned with: And 
if a Chriſtian ſhould doubt of it, I might obſerve to him, that it is no 
more than what is plainly implied in the words of the Apoſtle ſpeaking 
of thoſe who had no Light but that of Nature. Becauſe that which 
may be known of God is manifeſt unto them, for God hath ſhewn it unto 
them: And how he hath ſhewn it unto them he immediately tells us: 
For the invifible things of Him, viz. his Eternal Power and Godhead, 
ever fince the Creation of the World, are clearly ſeen, if conſidered *, from 
the things that are made; the Creator is viſible in the Creation: So that 
they are without excuſe for not knowing and reverencing him as they 
ought. And in the following Verſes, this Knowledge of God and of 
their Duty to Him is ſuppoſed to lie ſo open to the Minds of the Hea- 
then, that they are ſeverely cenſured and condemned for not acting up 
to it; becauſe that when they knew God (at leaſt might have known Him) 
they glorified him not as God, neither were thankful, but became vain in 
their Tmaginations, and ſuffered their fooliſh Hearts to be ſo darkened, 
that they changed the Glory" of the incorruptible God, into an Image made 
like to corruptible Man, and to Birds, and wt rag Beaſts and creep- 
ing Things, You ſee they worſhiped and ſerved the Creature, nay even 
the meaneſt and moſt contemptible of the Creatures, more than the Crea- 
tor, who is bleſſed for ever. And for this Cauſe God by a juſt and proper 
Puniſhment gave them up, not only unto vile Affections; but (even as 
* they did not like to retain Him in their Knowledge) likewiſe to an undiſcern- 
ing or fooliſh Mind. 

# So, I think, the Greek Word rogwws ſhould be rendered. 
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AND as it is abundantly plain from hence, that the very Heathen with- 
out any Revealed Law had yet Light from their Reaſon (would they have 
made a due uſe of it) ſufficient to inform them, at leaſt in ſome of the 
chief of thoſe Duties, which are owing from a Creature to the Creator: 
So it is equally plain, that this Light, F not wilfully darkened or neglect. 
ed, was ſufficient to inſtruct them in moſt of thoſe Duties, which were 
incumbent on them towards themſelves and their Fellow-Creatures; 
for Inſtance, by Temperance and keeping their Paſſions under the com- 
mand of Reaſon, to preſerve in their higheſt perfection that Life, Health, 
and Underſtanding which God had given them; and to uſe them to the 
Good of Mankind in all ſuch Acts of Juſtice and Benevolence, as natu- 
rally flowed from the Relations, which they could diſcover they bore to 
others. This, I think, is no more than what the ſame Apoltle in gene- 
ral Terms ſays, that the Gentiles which have not the Law, i. e. no Reveal- 
ed Law, are a Law unto themſelves, ſhewing the work of the Law writ- Rom. c. II. 
ten in their Hearts, their Conſcience alſo beuring Witneſs, and their v. "+ 15. 
Thoughts (according as they acted againſt, or agreeably to this Law) ac- 
cuſing or elſe excuſing them. Hence it undeniably appears, that at leaſt 
in the plain and principal Branches of it, the Gentiles either knew, or 
were without Excuſe for not knowing, their Duty both to God and 7 
Man. | 


THr1s Law, the Seeds of it at leaſt, being born in and bred with us, 
Part of our very Frame and Conſtitution, is, as ſuch, generally called The 
Law of Nature; and being common to us, as weare Rational Creatures, 
The Law of Reaſon ; what St. Paul ſtiles The Law of the Mind; and, if Rom. c. VII. 
I miſtake not, The Law of God; by which he means no more than thjůe ©? 
Dictates of that Principle, which his Creator has placed in every Man's 
Breaſt, as a ſort of Natural Guide to lead and dire& him to what appears 
to it Fit and Juſt both with Regard to God and Man. Or in other words, 
as it is a Law to any Man, it means all that Knowledge of his Duty be 
it more or leſs, which his Mind by its-own Natural Powers is capable of 
attaining. 


AND here we may reaſonably expect, that Men who ſo highly magni- 
fy their Reaſon, who make it without Revelation every Thing, and Re- Se 
velation above it Nothing; one may expect, I fay, that they will not vi. 
(and indeed in their late Writings they do not) deny, that they ought to 
be guided by it in all their Actions. Nay to do them Juſtice, they have ſaid 


many excellent Things to prove, That the higheſt Perfection and Happineſs 


a Rational Being conſiſts in governing all its Actions by the Rules of Chriſtianity as 


right Reaſon. Since then it is on both ſides agreed, that Men, conſidered d &. P. 22. 
without Revelation, have. Reaſon for a Law ; ſince they have - Con- 
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ſcience placed within them, with an Ability by its own Light in moſt 
Caſes to diſtinguiſh betwixt Good and Evil; and which will impartially 
excuſe or accuſe as they act well or ill; nothing is more plain than that 
this is the Law of God: It was He who ſet up this Light, and wrote this 
Law in the Minds of Men; and the Dictates of this Law are as truly the 
Voice of God (though it muſt be confeſſed it is but the fill ſinall Voice) 
as if he had ſpoken audibly from Heaven to us: The Voice is not ſo 
{trong and loud as the Trumpet from Mount Sinai; but yet it is, if 
attended to, diſcernible enough. This Law was not proclaimed with ſo 
much Pomp and Terror as that in the Wilderneſs; but yet it is as much 
the Law of God not in one, but in every Age; not to one Nation, but to 
all Mankind; written not z Tables of Stone, but in the fleſhly Tables of 
the Heart. And nothing is more plain, than that as ſuch, as the Law 
of God, it ought to be obeyed ; and if broken, the Breach of it puniſhed. 
For we can never reconcile it with the Juſtice or Wiſdom of God, to give 
either Natural or Revealed Laws, and to be indifferent and unconcerned 
about the Obſervance or Non- Obſervance of them when given. For 
where is the Wiſdom of enacting a Law, if it be not guarded with ſome 
Sanctions ? If Men are left at Liberty to keep or trample on it at Plea- 
ſure? What becomes of that impartial Juſtice which conſiſts in render- 
ing to every Man according to his Works, if it neglects either to puniſh 
the Offender, or reward the Obſerver of any Law ? This would be for 


God at once for ever to render his Authority cheap, and his Commands 
contemptible. | | 


THe Breach therefore of God's Laws of what kind ſoever muſt not 
paſs unpuniſhed. Suppoſe them given for the Good of Mankind alone, 
yet in order to their being made effectual to this End, a proper Diſtin- 
ction mult be preſerved betwixt the Innocent and Guilty: The Dignity 
of God's Government muſt be ſupported, and in every Inſtance the Ho- 
nour of the Law-giver, and Obedience to the Law ſecured. Nay it ſeems 
inconſiſtent with God's Truth and Goodneſs, to ſet up a Principle in Men 
to accuſe and make them uneaſy as often as they offend againſt this Law, 
if he did not intend one Day to call them to an Account for ſuch Offences. 
Was it not God's Deſign to warn them by ſuch fear and uneaſineſs to fin 


no More, and thereby avoid future and greater Puniſhments, all ſuch 


Fears were falſe and vain, without Foundation, and to no wiſe End or 
Purpoſe. 


As certainly therefore as God is Juſt and True, all Tranſgreſſions a- 
gainſt the Law of Nature muſt be puniſhed. And if fo, how muſt we 
in a State of Nature prevent or eſcape this Puniſhment ? Where is the 
Man ſo Righteous or Happy as never once to have offended r 
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Law? Let the moſt refined and exalted Moraliſt, who is ſo fond of bring- 
ing himſelf and others again into this unhappy helpleſs State, take an im- 
partial Survey of his Life paſt; let him faithfully review the Regiſter of 
his Conſcience, and then ler him honeſtly declare, whether he does not 
meet with many Actions there, which he cannot juſtify even by his fa- 
vourite Law of Nature. Whatever he may pretend, we know that the 
Scripture has proved both Fews and Gentiles that they are all under Sin: Rom. III. 9, 
As it is written, there is none righteous, no not one. And again, All have ** © 
ſinned, and come ſhort of the Glory of God; i. e. of obtaining by their own * 
Righteouſneſs that Glory which God has promiſed. And if ſo, where 
are his Hopes of Salvation? Can he be ſo weak or partial as to flatter 
himſelf, that God will reward him for offending againſt the Light and 
Law he had given him? or that He will not condemn him, for what his 
own Heart has already ſo juſtly condemned him? His darling Reaſon, as 
well as Revelation, will tell him, that 7# his Heart condemn him, God is 1 John III. 
greater than his Heart, and knoweth all Things; and that He will render 2 5 
Tribulation and Anguiſh unto every Soul of Man that doth Evil, of the 
Jeu firſt, and alſo of the Gentile. Even his Reaſon will aſſent to what 
the Scripture teaches him; That as many as have ſinned without Law i. e. 
without any Revealed Law, ſhall alſo periſh without Law i. e. without . 
being tried or judged by any ſuch Law. And hence it is evident, that 
Mankind was always under a Law, even before either the Law of Moſes, 
or of Cbriſt, was given; otherwiſe how could God judge the Heathen 
World? God's Condemnation of wicked Heathens can never be made 
appear Clear and Juſt, unleſs we ſuppoſe, that they ſinned againſt Know- 
ledge, and were guilty of many Crimes, which their Reaſon expreſly for- 
bad: For where no Law ts, there is no Tranſgreſſion ; and where there is Rom. IV. 15. 
no Tranſgreſſion, there can be no Place for Puniſhment. And as it is evi- 
dent from hence, that the Heathens were under the Law of Nature, ſo, [ 
agreeably to what is ſaid above, we find that excellent Reaſoner St. Paul | 
taxing the whole Heathen World with ſinning againſt that Law, and Nom. III. 9: 
thence drawing an irreſiſtable Argument to ſhew them the Neceſſity of a 
Saviour to attone for them. So that if Salvation could have been had in 
ſuch a State by Men's ſtrictly living up to the Law of Nature, yet there 'Þ 
never was any Man who did this, and therefore no one, who purely by f 
Virtue of his own Merit ever did obtain it. | 


AND here conſidering the high and haughty Pretences of the preſent 
Admirer of Reaſon to ſuperior Talents and Abilities; that he alone can 
difcern true and uncorrupt Religion amidſt that Cloud of Error and Su- 
perſtition, which ſurrounds it, and has an infallible Teſt and Touchſtone 
of his own whereby to try it; methinks one may expoſtulate with him, | : 
as St Paul formerly with the vain-glorious Jew, making his Boaſt - the 
| aw 
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Rom. II. 17, Law of Meſes : Behold thou reſteſt in Natural Religion, and makej? thy 


. Boaſt of God; and knoweſt his Will, and approveſt the Things that are 


more excellent, being inſtructed out of the Law of Reaſon ; and art confi- 
dent that thou thy ſelf art a Guide of the Blind, a Light of them which are 
in Darkneſs, an Inſiructer of the Fooliſh, a Teacher of Babes, which haſt 
the Form of Knowledge and of the Truth in the Law of Reaſon. Thou 
V.23- therefore that makeſt thy Boaſt of the Law of Reaſon, through breaking 
this Law diſbonoureſt thou God? 


Trex Caſe then of Mankind under this State is in ſhort this. All 

Men have a Natural Law written in their Hearts by God, and all Men 

do in numberleſs Inſtances offend againſt this Law, and thereby become 

Rom. III. ogwzlty before God; God's Juſtice and Honour therefore are concerned in 
Za the Vindication of this Law from Contempt and Inſult: Hence it is clear, 

that without ſome Satisfaction made for theſe Offences, and ſome De- 

claration on God's Part that he would pleaſe to accept of it, we could by 

no means be certain that they would be forgiven: And if not, into 


what a deſperate Condition is Mankind brought by this All- ſufficient Law 
of Reaſon ? | 


Bur here it will be objected, That though Men in ſuch a State may 
be guilty of many Sins againſt the Law of Nature; yet they may repent 
of theſe, as well as others do of Sins committed againſt the Revealed Laws 
of God; and upon ſuch Repentance may have as good a Title to God's 
Mercy, and reſt as fully aſſured of his Favour, as they who live under a 

| Poſitive Law. That Mankind, at all Times, are upon a Level in this 
Chriſtianity as Reſpect; that ſince doing Evil is the only Foundation of God's Diſpleaſure, 
old Sc. p. ceaſing to ds Evil, and doing the contrary, muſt at all Times equally take 
417-4158 away that Diſpleaſure. 


To which I anſwer, That the Caſe of Mankind, before and ſince the 
coming of Chriſt, is in this Reſpect very different. God has indeed in 
the Goſpel promiſed Pardon of Sins to Repentance or Amendment of 
Life; but then this is to be conlidered, as part of that gracious Covenant, 
which He has vouchſafed ro make with us in Chriſt Jeſus. This is a 

Privilege purchaſed for us by the Blood of that beloved Son, for whoſe 

Sake He condeſcends to be, even after we have oftended Him, well plea- 

Epneſ. I. 7. {ed with us: Ve have Redemption through his Blood, even the Forgiveneſs 
of Sins. Sin indeed in this Cafe hath not a laſting Dominion over us; 

Rom. VI. 14. but the Reaſon is, becauſe we are not under the Law, but under Grace. 
This is ſuppoſing Man in a State of Grace or Favour, under a Covenant 

of Mercy, and acceptable through the Merits of a Redeemer ; this is ſup- 

2.Cor.V.19 poſing his Peace made, and that God has through Chriſt fo reconciled him 
T0 
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to Himſelf, as not to impute his Treſpaſſes unto him. But conſidering 
him, as in my Text, ſtript of all theſe Advantages, without Chriſt, a 
Stranger to all Covenants of Promiſe, his Condition is widely different. 


LET us view it as diſtinctly as we are able. In this State, a Man 
might be ſure indeed that he had ſinned; but could by no means be ſecure 
of Pardon. God's Juſtice muſt for ever as ſtrongly incline him to Fear, 

as his Mercy can to Hope: Nay, I think, more ſo here; becauſe Sin of 
courſe renders him an Object of Juſtice. * And as there never was any 
Man ſo perfect, as to ſay, even under the Law of Nature, that he had at 
all Times, and on every Occaſion, done his Duty; that he had never been 
wanting in any Branch of it; never once offended againſt the Law of his 
Mind through Infirmity, Inadvertency, or even wilfully and preſump- 
tuouſly, ſo as to have Works whereof to glory before God, or to claim his 
Reward not of Grace but of Debt : As there never was any Man who could 
ſay, that he had not been a Tranſgreſſor of the Law, ſo there never was 
any Man who could prove it unjuſt in God to puniſh him ; and if in this 
Caſe he cannor prove it unjuſt in God to puniſh, he can never prove that 
he isobliged to pardon: And the more Reaſon he has to fear that he ſhall 
not, the more muſt he neceſſarily doubt leaſt he ſhould not, be forgiven: 

| Becauſe from the very Principle of Self-preſervation, and an innate Deſire 
of Happineſs, Men in all doubtful Caſes, eſpecially if they be matters 
of Moment, are naturally apt to dread the worſt. The Sinner in this 
Caſe lies plainly at the Mercy of his Judge. He is in the Condition of 
one who has broke the Laws of his Prince or Country : He knows he 
has incurred the Penalty of the Law, that he deſerves Death for the Tranſ- 
greſſion of it, and his Hopes of Pardon can be at beſt but very uncertain. 
St. Paul in the Concluſion of the firſt Chapter to the Romans plainly ſup- v. z:. 

| poſes, that the Light of Reaſon was able to diſcover to the Heathen, that 
they among Them who broke the Law of Reaſon, who committed ſuch 
Things as he had been there deſcribing, were worthy of Death: And 
that he meant this of the Heathen in general, is evident from III. . 

' where he ſays, We have before proved both Fews and Gentiles, that they 
are ALL under Sin. | 


Bur beſides this, there is another Thing ſuppoſed in the foregoing 
Objection, and frequently in the Writings of the Author there quoted, 
which can by no means be granted; viz. that Men in general, without the 
Goſpel-Grace and Aſſiſtance, were able to Repent, and Amend their 
Lives: To live as thoſe, whom Chriſt came to reform, were taught to live. Chriſtianity as 
This ſuppoſition is contrary to Truth and Fact, contrary to all Repre- oh Ve. $496 
ſentations of this Matter both in the Scriptures, and Heathen Writers; 
whence it appears, that by the Fall - the firſt Man, and a long _— 
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of Sin in general, and Idolatry in particular afterwards, the Gentiles. 
were become exceed:ng ignorant and finful; having the Underſtanding 
darkened, being alienated from the Life of God, through the Ignorance that 
was in them, by Reaſon of the Hardneſs * of their Heart: They are ſaid 
to have been paſt Feeling, to have given themſelves over unto Laſciviouſ- 
neſs, to work all Uncleanneſs with Greedineſs. And agreably hereto, they 
are every where repreſented by their own Writers, as too blind to per- 
ceive their Duty, and too weak and corrupt to perform it. But not to 
heap together Paſſages of this Nature. ——- Let us ſuppole that a Man, 
as yet a Stranger to any Covenant of Promiſe, ſhould from contemplating 
God's Natural Goodneſs, be encouraged to hope for Pardon, upon being 
ſorry for his Sins, and reſolving for the future on a new Courſe of Obe- 
dience : Yet alaſs | what can this avail him? He will upon Trial find 
himſelf without Strength to put his new Reſolution in Practiſe: To will 
that which is good may be preſent with him, but how to perform it; that 
in this State he either will not, or cannot, ind. He may, like St. Paul's 
Natural Man, :»wardly delight in the Law of God; but he will perceive 
another Law in his Members, warring againſt the Law of his Mind, and 
bringing him into Captivity to the Law of Sin. His Reaton will tell him 
he has a Law to keep, and every Day's fatal Experience will convince 
him, that he is not able to keep it. The more excellent and reaſonable, 
the more holy, juſt, and good the Law is, the more uneaſy and unhappy 
mult he of neceſſity be under the Senſe of the continual Breach of it. All 
that Reaſon can do for him will be to diſcover to him a Rule of Right, 


which he is not able to keep; to furniſh him with fair Ideas of Virtus, 


which he cannot act up to; to caution him againſt Vice, which yet he 
knows not how to ſhun ; to perſuade him, that he is under an Obligation, 
of which he is unable to acquit himſelf ; in one word, to convince = of 
his Miſery, without ſhewing him how to prevent it. For after all he 
can do in this State, he will find his beſt Reſolutions and ſtrongeſt En- 
deavours ſo very frail, his new Obedience ſo imperfect, and himſelf fo 
frequently relapſing into his former Sins; he will find this State of Sin- 
ning and Repenting, and then Sinningagain almoſt unavoidably, ſo little 
different from a continued Courſe of Sin, that Doubts and Diſtruſts muſt 
be daily ſpringing up concerning its Acceptance with God. What can 


he Hope from ſuch a feeble and broken Courſe of Obedience as this? Can 


be ever flatter himſelf that Virtue thus imperfect can deſerve an immor- 
tal Reward? A Man in this State, finding himſelf under almoſt a Neceſſi- 
ty of conſtantly ſinning, muſt needs be dampt and firangely diſcouraged 


* Hardneſs of their Heart. That Ngo ſnould be here rendered Hardne/5, is T think plain; be- 
canſe as their Ignorance is aſſigned as the Reaſon of their Alienation from God, lo the Hardneſs of their 
ea is aſſigned as the Cauſe or Reaſon of their Ignarance. And it is on account of this Harducſi or 
Calleuſucſi of their Heart, that they are ſaid in the next Verſe to be paſt Feeling. 
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in his Hopes both of Pardon for paſt Sins, and of being able to become 
better for the future: At leaſt he muſt be very far from Certainty and 
Comfort in theſe Points. | 


THr1s Account of Man's weakneſs before Chriſt is confirmed by Scrip- 
ture, the Apoſtle declaring, that when we were yet without Strength, in Rom. V. 6. 
due Time Chriſt died for the Ungodly : From this Captivity to the Law of 
Sin we were delivered by the Grace of God through Feſus Chriſt our Lord. Rom. VII. 
This was ſo plainly the Caſe of Man without Chriſt, that the whole 23 · 25 
Chriſtian Diſpenſation is built upon it; and every where ſuppoſes, That | 
it is God which worketh in us, both to will and to do of his good Pleaſure. : Cor. III.. 
From whom therefore we are commanded continually to pray for Grace 
and Aſſiſtance; and are aſſured, that then his Grace will be ſufficient for —_— 

us, his Strength made perfect in our Weakneſs ; and that we ſhall be abe 
to do all Things through Chriſt which trengtheneth us. It is plain from hence, Phil. IV. 13. 
that at the Time when Men were without Chriſt, void of Goſpel-Grace, 
they could not ſo eaſily, as the Objection ſuppoſes, ceaſe to do Evil, and 
do the contrary : But were the Servants and Slaves of Sin, and as ſuch Rom. VI. 20. 
proper Objects of his Juſtice ; this Author himſelf confeſſing, That as Chriſtianity as 
Jong as Men continue in their Sins, they muſt continue the proper Objects of = wp o 
God's Reſentment. OE | 


Bur ſuppoſing, though not granting, that Men in this State could 
ceaſe to do Evil, and do the contrary; that they could, after a Courſe of 
Sin, for ſome Time pay a perfect Obedience; yet we ſhould do well to 
conſider, that ths was due, if they had always continued innocent; and 

therefore can never compenſate for paſt Offences: It is ſo far from being 
evident, that it is not true, That this muſt take away that TEE of 
which theſe Offences are the only Foundation. For alaſs! theſe Offences 
are not hereby undone ; the ill Conſequences of them yet remain. Will 
abſtaining from Murther for the Time to come, reſtore a Life taken away 
in Time paſt? If I have robbed or injured my Neighbour, will my not 
doing it again be a ſufficient Satisfaction, or take away that Diſpleaſure, 
of which this Robbery or Injury was the only Cauſe? Such Queſtions as 
theſe carry with them their own Abſurdity and Anſwer. This would be 
to ſuppoſe our beſt Actions to have ſo much more Excellency and Per- 
fection than they themſelves want, as may ſuffice to ſatisfy or atone for 
our worſt; a wild Suppoſition indeed! If Repentance be in all Caſes a 
ſufficient Atonement for Sin; if it be ſo eaſy to ceaſe to do Evil, and cea- 
ſing. to do Evil, ſince it is the only Cauſe of God's Diſpleaſure, muſt ne- 
ceſſarily take it away; why upon Adam's Repentance (for repent no doubt 
he did) was he not immediately reſtored to God's Favour? Why was 
not God's Diſpleaſure immediately removed, and the Sentence of Death 
| B 2 — 8 - OR 
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on him and his Poſterity, either not paſſed, or not immediately reverſed? If 
the Cafe be thus, why do not the fallen Angels repent, and thereby reco- 
ver their loſt Sears of Bliſs? This Author's Principle, if admitted, would 
put an end to all Laws, deſtroy all Government both Divine and 
Human. 


Bu r not to inſiſt longer in ſo plain a Caſe. It is evident from what 


has been ſaid, that Repentance in this State is not like the Reformation of a 


Chriſtian, not Newneſs of Life; it is not becoming a New Man or a New 
Creature; it is little more than a fruitleſs Shame and Sorrow, which at 
the ſame Time that it ſhews the Grief, ſhews likewiſe the Guilt of the 


.. Offender; but can neither of it ſelf undo the Offence, or be any Repara- 


tion or Satisfaction for it. And therefore in this State, Men plainly hav- 
ing a Law to keep, and yet without Strength to keep it ; and as often as 
they broke it, unable to repair the Breach : In theſe doubtful and forlorn 
Circumſtances, without being in Covenant with God, without any Pro- 
miſe of Pardon or Reconciliation, I conclude, that human Reaſon could 
never diſcover what the Conſequence would be ; whether God would be 
ſeverely juſt and puniſh : Or how far, or whether at all, or, if at all, on 
what Terms, he would pardon Sin. The ſinner could at beſt but enjoy 
fome doubtful Hopes of uncertain Mercy, and even theſe mult expire 
every time he ſinned; and inthis State he would fin almoſt every moment. 
So that a Sinner under no Covenant, on no Conditions with his Maker, 
and comforted with no Promiſe, is but like a Man travelling in the Dark, 
where he can ſee no Track before him, but all is Doubt and Uncertainty. 
He is ſenſible that he has loſt his way, but by which Path to return and 
recover it again, he knows not: Or if he could gueſs at that, he finds his 
Strength fail him; and under all theſe Diſadvantages he will be naturally 
apt to fear the worſt. So that he muſt in this Caſe languiſh under a ſenſe 
of his Sin without any Aſſurance of Pardon; he muſt live without Ho 

and die without Comfort. If this be a deſirable State, let the Infidel enjoy 
it! he ſeems rather an Object of our Pity and Prayers than of our Envy. 
For what Man in his Senſes can prefer ſuch Doubt and Darkneſs as this, 
to the comfortable and glorious Light of the Goſpel ? If this be the Re- 


ſult of his boaſted Reaſoning, this a Mark of his Parts and Wiſdom, let 


Gal. VI. 14. 


me, with St. Paul, rather glory in the Croſs of my Lord and Saviour Feſus 
Chriſt, though I ſhould by all the World be accounted a Fool for ſuch 
gloryivg! g : LE . | 


Tur whole Argument is in a few words this: All Men have the 
Light of Nature given them as a Law or Rule of Action; all Men have 
tranſgreſſed this Law, are by Nature Sinners, and of Conſequence liable 
to Death and Condemnation ; And our Sorrow for paſt Sins being by no 
| „„ f means 
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means able to undo the Ill we have done, or (excluſive of a Covenant of 
Mercy, and the Merits of a Saviour) to aſſure us of God's Favour or th: 
Pardon of Sin, it follows, that in this State there is no ſure and certain 
Hope for Sinners, and yet that in this State all Men are Sinners. 


AND it we apply this Reaſoning to thoſe in our Days who renounce 
their Saviour, the Argument will conclude more ſtrongly againſt them : 
They are then, being cut off by their Unbelief from all Intereſt in Chriſt, 
in the State I have been deſcribing ; and ſtill fin againſt the Law of Na- 
ture, againſt it too enlightened by Revelation, made much clearer than 
the Heathens enjoyed it; and are therefore, in Proportion to the Encreaſe 
and Superiority of the Light againſt which they offend, more guilty, 
more inexcuſable than the Heathens. It tall be more tolerable for Tyre Mat. XI. 22. 
and Sidon at the Day of Judgment than for theſe, The Rule is, They 
who never heard of the Goſpel, though wicked, will be more excuſable 
than thoſe who wilfully reje&, or ſin under ſo powerful means of Salva- 
tion. Of ſuch our bleſſed Saviour ſays, Ihe had not come and ſpoken un- John XV. 22. 
to them, they had not (comparatively ſpeaking) had Sin; but now they have 
10 Cloak for their Sin. | 


AND having now done with the Argument, I ſhall juſt point out the 
Ule of it, and apply it to the preſent Occaſion. 


Tu Uſe then of the foregoing Doctrine is in ſhort this; to convince 
us of the Benefit and Bleſſing of a Divine Revelation in general, and in 
particular of the Comfort of a Promiſe of Pardon of Sin, upon ſincere Re- 
pentance, through the Merits of Chriſt Jeſus. I think it has been 
proved, that without an expreſs Promiſe from God, Mankind, in the State 
ſuppoſed, could not be certain that he would forgive Sin. How void of 
Comfort then muſt they have been in a ſtate, in which they could hard- 
ly avoid finning, and yet could have na Aſſurance of Pardon! Should we 
therefore after all caſt off our Religion, renounce our Saviour; and could 
we deſtroy all the Light, which has been let in upon us by Revelation; 
yet alaſs! what other Thing would this be doing, than rendering the Con- 
dition of Mankind, already miſerable enough in its ſelf, a thouſand Times 
more melancholly and miſerable than it was before? 25 


How eaſy to obſerve from hence the Happineſs of our preſent State, the 
Bleſſedneſs of a Change from Darkneſs to Light, from Doubt and De- 
ſpair to Certainty and Comfort in Things of the neareſt and moſt laſt- 
ing Concern to us! Is it poſſible that there can be Men ſo proud and per- 
verſe as to ſhut their eyes, wilfully to ſhut them, againſt Light and Con- 
viction in ſuch comfortable and important Truths as theſe? or 3 
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Creatures ſunk fo low, as willingly to give up even the Hopes, much 


more the Certainty, of Immortality? the Belief of which (as a Noble 


Heathen obſerved) were it an Error, is yet ſuch a pleaſing one, that a Man 
would be loath to part with ir. 


AND really to believe there is a God, and yet to live without any Af- 
ſurance of being in his Favour, in juſt Doubts and Fears of being under 
his Diſpleaſure; I know not whether this be not more melancholly, than 
to fancy there is no God: For the Atheiſt (if an Atheiſt there be) as he 
has nothing to hope on this Account, ſo he has nothing to fear; but the 
Fears of the other mult be ſuperior to his Hopes, as he muſt be ſure that 
he has ſinned, but not ſure that he is pardoned. So that this Man has all 
the Dread which the Belief of a God can give him, withour any of the 
Hope or Comfort which that Man enjoys, who has a promiſe, on very 


reaſonable Terms, of the Pardon of his Sins here, and of Life and Immor- 
tality hereafter. 


SINCE then, ſo far as Reaſon can judge in the caſe (and Revelation is 
almoſt in every Page clear and expreſs in it) there is no Aſſurance of the 
Pardon of Sin, no well-grounded Hopes of a happy Immortality without 
a Saviour; and ſince there is no other Saviour but Him in whom we be- 
lieve, let us be careful to hold faſt the Profeſſion of our Faith in him. And 
ſince there are Men, who are fo far from being thankful for the Salvation 
purchaſed by Him for them, as to boaſt, that by the Guidance of their Rea- 
fon alone, they have found out a ſhorter and ſurer way to Heaven, than 
He or his Apoſtles ever taught; ſince ſuch fatal Opinions as theſe are 
with great Induſtry ſpread abroad both in Writing and Converſation ; 
ſince there are Men thus active in the Cauſe of Infidelity, Men who com- 
paſs Sea and Land to make a Proſelyte, and thereby make him twofold more 
the Child of Hell than before; at ſuch a Time it becomes every ſincere 
Chriſtian to ſtand up in Defence of his Religion. To be ſilent, when it 
is thus warmly attacked, would be meanly to betray it. It becomes them 
more eſpecially, whoſe peculiar Office it is to watch over the Souls of 
others, to guard not only themſelves, but the Flocks committed to their 


Care, againſt ſuch dangerous Opinions as theſe. For let us remember, 


that we are commanded to be Examples to others not only in Converſa- 
tion but in Faith; that we are to take heed not only to ourſelves, but unto 
our Doctrine; and that we muſt do ſo, if we expect either to /ave ourſelves, 
or thoſe who hear us. 


- Anp ſurely this was never more neceſlary than at prefent. The Cler- 
gy have long had the Vices of the World to encounter, but the Enemy 
leems of late Years to have gained Ground, What was before Impiety 
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is hardened into Infidelity. Men, I fear, were always bad in Practice; 

they are now become ſo in Principle. They were before but too apt to 

neglect the great Truths of Religion; they now openly deny and deride 

them. They were content formerly with attacking /ome particular Parts 

and Articles of it; their Aim now is againſt the Whole. They ſtrike at 

the very Life and Soul of the Scriptures, not indeed by ſhewing that we 

have not ſufficient Evidence for the Truth of them, (this they know 

they cannot do) but by ſerving them as a bad Man may at any Time do 

the beſt Thing in the World, firſt miſrepreſenting, and then ridiculing 
them ; and by warmly applying, where they are ſure of a partial Hear- 3 23 
ing, to the weaker and worſe part, the ſinful Paſſions of Mankind. The ;,;. 
Scriptures they know are againſt theſe, and therefore conclude but too 

juſtly that theſe will be againſt the Scriptures. They ſet up Reaſon too 

as an All-ſufficient Guide againſt Revelation; it is to be feared, not with 

a Deſign to follow the former, but the more eaſily to ſhake off the latter. 

For if they could once get rid of this laſt, they could manage the firſt at 
Diſcretion: Every Man's Reaſon would then be what he himſelf pleaſed ; 

the DiQates of corrupt Nature would paſs for it; and Reaſon would 

then be pretended to perſuade and patronize the moſt unreaſonable 
Things. Paſſion would be placed at the Helm, and Inclination ſet up 

for the Guide of Life. On this ſuppoſition every Man muſt be the ſole 

Judge of his own Actions, chooſe a Religion for himſelf, and do without 
Controul what ſeemed good in his own Eyes. 


—_— 


IT is our peculiar Office, my Reverend Brethren, to lay open the 

Falſhood of theſe Pretences; to put on the whole Armour of God, and as Epheſ. VI. 11. 
Champions for the Truth, maintain the Cauſe of Religion and Revela- 
tion: As ſworn Servants and Soldiers of Chriſt, under his Banner, whois 1 Tim. VI. 
the Captain of our Salvation, manfully to fight the good Fight of Faith © 
againſt theſe and every other Attempt: To ſtand in the Gap againſt Im- 
piety and Infidelity, in whatever Shape or under what Colours ſoever they | | 
may appear. We have for our Encouragement the beſt Cauſe in the 
World to defend, a Cauſe which (to uſe the words of an able Champion 
of our Church upon another Occaſion is able to make even a weak Man 
ſtrong *. What a Shame therefore would it be to us, ſhould we through | 
Ignorance of any Kind, eſpecially of the Scriptures, (that ineſtima- | 
ble Treaſure committed to our Truſt) be unable to defend this | 
Cauſe! How would our Enemies triumph! How muſt Truth and Re- | 
ligion ſuffer ! — Certain it js that the ſucceſs of theſe in the World will | 
in a great Meaſure depend upon our Care. Our Enemies have of late (Hg 28 
kept no Meaſures of Truth or Decency with us: They repreſent us od &e. p 47, 
every where in their Books as the worſt of Men, as engroſſing Knowledge, 5, 155, 

* Chillingavorth, See his Dedication. | | 23 © m_ 
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graſping at Power, and making no other uſe of them but to ſerve our own 
Ends, to deceive, and divide, and corrupt the weaker part of Mankind, 
and over- awe the wiſer. Their Charge in Converſation is of a different 
Nature, and ſomewhat inconſiſtent with the former: Our Ignorance and 
Vice are the chief Topicks on which they love to dwell, when ſurrounded 
by their Sets of Admirers. But whatever their Pretences are, it is eaſy to 
perceive, through their moſt artful Diſguiſes, the true Reaſon of all this 
Rudeneſs. However ignorant or vitious we may be, their Quarrel with us 
in Reality is, that we are neither ſo ignorant nor ſo vitious as they could 
wiſh; that we are knowing enough to expoſe their Arts, and detect their 
Errors; that we have the Intereſts of Virtue, and Good of Mankind, enough 
at Heart, to be irreconcileable Enemies to their Deſigns, and to prevent, 
to the utmoſt of our Power, their doing that Miſchief which they ſo ea- 
gerly deſire. This is an Injury they can never forgive us. What makes 
them ſo uneaſy under the great Impoſition of a Miniſtry is, that it is their 
Buſineſs to remind them of the Obligations they are under ; that they 
will not ſuffer them to walk in the ways of their Heart, and in the Sight 
of their Eyes without Reſtraint; that by their Means the Intereſt and Re- 
putation of Religion are-ſupported ; and that they are thereby too much 
cramped and confined in their Behaviour, tied up too cloſe to Decency 
and Duty. The Religion of others too is often a Check to the Gratifi- 
cation of their Luſts, and a ſilent Reproach to their Lives: To ſuch their 


Vices render them odious, and are a Bar to their Admittance. They are 


ſenſible, that to the Clergy are in a great meaſure owing theſe Difficulties 
and Hardſhips, theſe Rubs in the way to their Deſigns. They know very well 
that a Senſe of Religion, and the Practiſe even of Moral Virtue, can never 
be long kept up in the World, without an Order of Men appointed to 


attend continually on this very Thing ; to remind Men of their Duty, to 


explain andenforce it. They know, that while theſe are continued, they 


will never be able to bring about their Ends. Hence all this Outcry and 
Outrage againſt us. | | 


Bux let us not be diſcouraged, their Hate on this Account 1s out 
Glory. The better we are, the more ſharply we muſt expect to feel 


their Reſentment. And, leaſt any Fear of Man ſhould ever betray us 


to be ſo mean, as to endeavour to appeaſe this IIl-will, by deſerting the 
Cauſe of Religion and Virtue; let us engrave it on our Hearts, how juſtly 
contemptible, by ſo doing, we muſt become even to them and our ſelves 
here, and how heavy our Judgment mult be hereafter ! However it may 
become, nay it highly concerns us, to conſider, that ſince Chriſtianity is 
ſo reaſonable and excellent an Inſtitution, ſo calculated in every Branch 
of it to make Men happy, how it comes to paſs that Infidelity increaſes 
ſo much in this Nation: And to be very — leaſt we ſhould give Oc- 


cCaſion 
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caſion to thoſe who ſeek Occaſion, to charge us in any Reſpect juſtly as 
the Cauſe of it. This would be an indelible Stain upon us! an everlaft- 


ing Shame and Reproach to our Order! Let us therefore tate heed to the Coloſ. IV, 


Mi niſtry which we have received and fulfil it: Let us be blameleſs and 
harmleſs, as becomes the Sons and Servants of God, without Rebuke in the 


midjt of a crooked and perverſe Generation*, among whom we are to ſhine Phil. II. 15, 


as Lights in the World, holding forth the Word of Life. Let us fo teach 


and ſo live, that be who 1s of the contrary Part may be aſhamed, having Titus II. 8. 


no Evil Thing to ſay of us. 


Give me leave to obſerve farther, that we can never hope to acquit 
ourſelves with ſucceſs in the noble, the neceſſary Work of detending Re- 
ligion, but by a careful and conſcientious Study of the Holy Scriptures, 
and of whatever may conduce to the thorough Underſtanding of them. 
And we may inforce the Neceſſity of this upon our Selves by the ſame 
melancholy Argument, by which St. Paul ſeems to have inforced it on 


Titus: That we may be able by ſound Doctrine both to exhort and to con- Titus I. 9, 
vince the Gainſayers : For there are many unruly and vain Talkers and 10. 11. 


Deceivers, whoſe Mouths muſt be flopped, who ſubvert whole Houſes, teach- 
ing Things which they ought not. 


Wr muſt too at this Time examine the Strength and Weakneſs of 


Reaſon : Shew what it can and what it cannot do: Fix the proper Boun- Titus I. 9, 


daries betwixt It and Faith: Convince Men that they are, if kept with- 
in theſe Bounds, Mutual Helps to each other: That Revelation comes 
in to our Aid where Reaſon fails us: That this latter never was, that we 
know of, ſo clear and ſtrong, but that we _ well be thankful for 


whatever Aſſiſtance has been afforded by the former: That Reaſon, if 


rightly uſed, is not only the Judge, but great Support of every true Re- 
velation: That its Principles if ſincerely perſued, without being byaſſed 
by any Prejudice from a Love to Vice or Vanity, muſt upon a due Exa- 
mination of it, neceſſarily convince a Man of the Truth of Chriſtianity. 
Far be it from us ro derogate from the Evidence or Excellency of this 
Natural Light, which is one, and one of the moſt valuable Gifts of God 
to Men; but yet ſurely we may without Offence take Notice how it has 
been abuſed. We muſt inſiſt that it becomes neceſſary to ſhew the Fol- 
ly and Arrogance, the Vanity and Preſumption of Human Reaſon, 
when it oppoſes it ſelf toDivine; when it forgets that it is but a faint Ray 
of an Infinite Perfection; when it ſo ſtrangely miſtakes it ſelf as to fancy 
that it is All-knowing and All-ſufficient; when it dares to exalt it ſelf, and 


* Generation] Our Tranſlation has it Nation; but as this is Maſes's Word Deut. XXXII. 5 and 


10. 11. 


is there rightly tranſlated Generation, I think it ought to be rendered ſo here: Thas being the Significa- 


tion of the Greek Word yours, 
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to queſtion God's Wiſdom in every Thing which it is not able to account 
for, and even his Right to act, unleſs it be in every minute Circum- 
ſtance ſatisfied, not only with the Fitneſs, but Manner of his Proceedings. 
We mult ſhew, that this Principle perſued, would deſtroy all Natural as 
well as Revealed Religion: For there are Myſteries incomprehenſible 
by Reaſon in Creation and Providence as well as in Redemption; num- 
berleſs Secrets to us in the Natural and Moral World, Difficulties in 
our Conceptions of the Nature and Attributes of God himſelf, which 
Reaſon can never conquer ; and therefore that this Principle leads di- 
rectly to Atheiſm. This will engage us in a long and laborious Enquiry; 
in the ſevere Study not only of the Sacred Writers, and their Interpre- 
ters antient and modern, but of the beſt Authors in Morality and Phi- 
loſophy, eſpecially in the Heathen World: Whence it will appear how 
imperfect their Scheme of Duty : How little they were able to fix its 
Obligation, or inforce its Practice: How dark and dubious their Notions 
of God and of his Providence : At what a Loſs they were about the 
Manner or Kind of that Worſhip which was to be paid to Him, and the 
particular Methods of appeaſing Him: How after all their fine Sayings, 
they were moſt, if not all of them, carried away by the reigning Super- 
ſtition and Idolatry of the Country in which they lived: How all the 
Knowledge they could attain, even in relation to the Immortality of 
the Soul, and a Future State of Rewards and Puniſhments, was little 
more than Surmiſe, ſome warm Wiſhes, Conjecture rather than Con- 
viction. Their great Men rather ſeemed to promiſe ſuch Things, than 
were able fully and clearly to prove them. Hence it will appear beyond 
Diſpute, that the wiſeſt and beſt of the Heathens were deeply ſenſible of 
the Weakneſs of their Reaſon, and of the Want and Neceſſity of a Di- 
vine Revelation. Socrates, Plato and Cicero were confeſſedly as great 
Men, and thought as freely as our modern Deiſts; and if theſe laſt 
think their Reaſon clearer and ſtronger than the formers was, I would 
gladly know to what this can be owing, but to the Light borrowed 
from that Revelation, which they ſo ungratefully cry down and vilify. 
Bur to conclude. 


Tuus qualified for the Defence of our moſt Excellent Religion, thus 
virtuoully reſolute to defend it, and adorning it in all Things by a ſuit- 
able Profeſſion, it is to be hoped, by the Bleſſing of God upon our Sin- 
cere Endeavours, that the growing Infidelity muſt give way ; and that 
the Truth and Reaſonableneſs, the Excellency and Beauty of Chriſtia- 
nity will ſhine forth and triumph over all Oppoſition. And if we might 
be any way inſtrumental in bringing about this bleſſed End, how juſt 
_*- aqavuſt be our Praiſe ! how great our Satisfaction here, and how exceeding 
Reward hereafter ! Then all Objections to our Religion, would — 
8 8 | = 
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ſo far from injuring it, that by being made to appear void of Truth and 
Force, they would naturally turn to its Advantage, neceſſarily tend to 
ſtrengthen and confirm it. The Church of Chriſt would then appear to 
be ſo firmly founded upon a Roc, that the Gates of Hell, the united Math. XVI. 
Powers of Sin and Satan, could not prevail againſt it. The Waves of **: 
Infidelity would be but like Waves daſhed againſt this Rock, which would 
ſhew at once its Firmneſs, and their own Weakneſs; they might rage 
and roar, but how eaſily would they be broken and diſperſed ! Or what- 
ever the Event might be, we ſhould however have the Comfort of hav- 
ing done our Duty, and by having ſo done, of ſaving our own Souls, 
and receiving from our Maſter that beſt of Applauſes, Well done thou Math: XXV. 
good and faithful Servant, enter thou into the Foy of thy Lord. gs: 


Now to God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy-Ghoſt, three 
Perſons and one God, be aſcribed, as is moſt due, all Honour, Power, and 
Glory now and for evermore, Amen. 
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Page 3. in the Margin Chrifianity &c. for 5p. 360. read 36. P. 5. 1. 39. for Happint/: a N 9% 
— 2 read Happingſi 772 ional Bax P. 11, in the Margin read Phil. II. 13. fo 
2 Cor. III. 4 5. | 
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